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1 , A methoc 
comprising: 

providing 



of communicating with a watched party over a multiple access network 



said watched party with a contact identifier; 
storing a Plurality of contact addresses for said watched party in a common location 
which is accessible via said multiple access network; 

receiving a request to contact said watched party, wherein said request includes said 
contact identifie *; 

determir ing that said watched party has access to said multiple access network via at 
least one device; 

determining that said watched party is accessible by said at least one device based 
upon a set of w itched party defined rules; and, 

contacting said watched party via said at least one device if based upon said set of 
watched party c efined rules said watched party is accessible via said at least one device. 



2. The 

prior to 
of said at least 



method according to Claim 1 further comprising: 

(|ontacting said watched party, providing a contact address and a description 
o|ie device to a watching party. 



3. The me^od according to Claim 2 further comprising: 

prior to /contacting said watched party, said watching party providing said contact 
address and said description of said at least one device with said request. 



4. The m 
dete: 
contac^ 

said set of wat 



hod according to Claim 1 further comprising: 

ning that said watched party is accessible via a plurality of devices; 

ing said watched party via at least one of said plurality of devices based upon 

:hed party defined rules. 



5. The method according to Claim 4 fiirther comprising: 

prior to contacting said watched party, providing a contact address and a description 
of said at least ope device to a watching party. 



6. The metftod according to Claim 5 fiarther comprising: 
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prior to contacting said watched party, said watching party providing said contact 
address and said description of said at least one device with said request. 

7. The method according to Claim 6 further comprising: 

prior to contacting Sc id watched party, providing a contact address and a respective 
description of said plurality ^ of devices to said watching party. 



8. The method 

prior to contacting 
address and said descript 



accordirjg to Claim 7 further comprising: 

id watched party, said watching party providing said contact 
of at least one of said plurality of devices with said request. 



ion < 



9. The method according to Claim 2 further comprising determining a contextual 
situation of a watched par^ and providing a description of said contextual situation to said 
watching party. 

10. The method accoijciing to Claim 1 further comprising: 
converting said contact identifier into at least one of said plurality of contact addresses 

prior to contacting said watched party. 



1 1 . The method according to Claim 1 further comprising converting said contact identifier 
into a plurality of said plurality of contact addresses prior to contacting said watched party. 

12. The method according to Claim 1 further comprising: 

controlling acq sss to said determination that said watched party has access to said 
multiple access netwo k via said at least one device based upon said watched party defined 
rules. 

13. A system for communicating with a watched party over a multiple access network 
comprising: / 

a processor coupled to said multiple access network; 

wherein said/processor is configured to store contact information for contacting said 
watched party via a plurality of access networks; 
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a plur; 



5t/( 

a i 
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ity of gateways coupled between said processor and said plurality of access 



networks; I 

wherei i said plurality of gateways are configured to provide said processor with 
information p€ taining to a presence of said watched party on said plurality of access 
networks; and, 

wherein said processor is configured to provide a watching party with at least a subset 
of said contact/ information based upon said at least one watched party defined rule. 



14. The 
defined rules s 



system according to Claim 13 further comprising a plurality of watched party 
ored in said processor. 



said cor 



15. The system according to Claim 13 wherein: 



tact information includes at least one destination address of said watching 



party for contacting said watched party via at least one of said access networks. 



16. The system according to Claim 13 wherein: 
said contapt information includes at least one device type for contacting said watching 

party. 

17. The system\according to Claim 16 wherein: 
said device wpe is selected from the group consisting of telephone, facsimile, pager, 

e-mail system, andl video conference system. 

18. The system according to Claim 15 wherein: 
said subset oflsaid contact information comprises a contact identifier which is 

convertible by said processor into at least one contact address for said watched party. 



19. The system acdprding to Claim 18 wherein said contact identifier comprises a 
telephone number. 



20. 



The system according to Claim 1 8 wherein said contact identifier comprises a data 



10616BA USOlU NTL-3 . 2 .086/2198 



# 



network addre is. 




The sys 



25 



30 



30 




m according to Claim 1 3 wherein said processor is configured to Hmit access 
to a watching p^rty to at least one set of contact information based upon said at least one 
watched party defined rule. 



22. A systeifn for communicating with a watched party over a multiple access network 
comprising: 

processor means coupled to said multiple access network, for storing contact 
10 information for contacting said watched party via a plurality of access networks; 

at least c ne watched party defined rule stored in said processor means; 
gateway means coupled between said processor means and said plurality of access 
networks for pn ^viding said processor with information pertaining to a presence of said 
watched party o i said plurality of access networks; and, 
ry 15 wherein |aid processor means is further configured to provide a watching party with at 

least a subset ofl baid contact information based upon said at least one watched party defined 
rule. 



system 



23. The 
2 0 a plurali 



according to Claim 22 further comprising: 
of watched party defined rules stored in said processor means. 



24. The syste n according to Claim 22 wherein: 

said contact information includes at least one destination address of said watching 
ig said watched party via at least one of said access networks. 



party for contacti i 



25. 



The sy ster i 
said contact 



party. 

26. The systeni 
said device 
e-mail system, an 



according to Claim 22 wherein: 

information includes at least one device type for contacting said watching 



according to Claim 25 wherein: 

type is selected from the group consisting of telephone, facsimile, pager, 
d video conference system. 
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27. The sy 



convertible by 



tern according to Claim 22 wherein: 



said su )set of said contact information comprises a contact identifier which is 



said processor means into at least one contact address for said watched party. 



28. The s>stem according to Claim 27 wherein: 

said contact identifier comprises a telephone number. 

29. The system according to Claim 27 wherein: 

said contact identifier comprises a data network address. 



30- The i 
access to a 
one watche 



^stem according to Claim 22 wherein said processor means is configured to limit 
vatching party to at least one set of contact information based upon said at least 
party defined rule. 



